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MEDITATION & PRAYER  



MEMBERS

De Los Santos, Abner, Chair (GC)
Diop, A Ganoune, Vice-chair (GC)

Burcea, Nelu, Secretary (GC)

Beardsley-Hardy, Lisa M (GC)
Blanchard, Gary (GC)
Johnson, Orlan (NAD)

Koh, Linda Mei Lin (GC)
Krause, Bettina (GC) 

Landless, Peter N (GC)
Mikov, Paul 

Ng, G T (GC)
Costa, Williams S Jr (GC)

Orion, Daisy J F (GC)
Small, Heather-Dawn K (GC)

Wilson, Ted N C (GC)
Zinke, E Edward (Layperson)

Teewen, Frank (ADRA)
McFarland, Todd R (Legal Advisor)

REVIEW COMMITTEE terms of reference 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE

1.	 Review relations between the Church and the United Nations.		
				 

2.	 Ensure appropriate development of bilateral relationships between the 
Church and the United Nations.

						    
3.	 Develop awareness of Church-United Nations activities.	
					   
4.	 Prepare proposals to provide General Conference participation in 

worthwhile initiatives of the United Nations and other international 
bodies.	

					   
5.	 Maintain perspective and give counsel on United Nations developments 

in the areas of human rights, religious freedom, health, education, 
humanitarian aid, and other areas of mutual interest.		

AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY

1.	 Power to act.
				  
2.	 Power to act.

				  
3.	 Power to act.
				  
4.	 Recommend to the General Conference Administrative 

Committee (ADCOM) (GCC-S).
	
			 
5.	 Power to act.

UNITED NATIONS
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For more than a century Seventh-day Adventists have been active promoters of 
religious freedom. We recognize the need to champion freedom of conscience 
and religion as a fundamental human right, in harmony with the instruments 
of the United Nations. The Seventh-day Adventist Church has a presence in 
209 countries. With some exceptions, however, Adventists constitute a religious 
minority, and have at times been subject to restrictions and discrimination. 
Consequently, they have felt it necessary to stand up for human rights. 

Religious liberty includes the fundamental human right to have, 
adopt, or change one's religion or religious belief according to 
conscience and to manifest and practice one's religion individually 
or in fellowship with other believers, in prayer, devotions, witness, 
and teaching, including the observance of a weekly day of rest and 
worship in harmony with the precepts of one's religion, subject to 
respect for the equivalent rights of others. 

The Public Affairs and Religious Liberty (PARL) department 
promotes and maintains religious liberty, with particular emphasis 
upon liberty of conscience. Religious liberty includes the human 
right to have or adopt the religion of one’s choice, to change 
religious belief according to conscience, to manifest one’s religion 
individually or in community with fellow believers, in worship, 
observance, practice, witness, and teaching, subject to respect for 
the equivalent rights of others. 

The General Conference Public Affairs and Religious Liberty 
Department is responsible for developing global religious liberty 
strategies and programs for the Church. This program will include 
appropriate strategic contacts and relationships with various 
governments, the United Nations, especially the Economic and Social 
Council and the Human Rights Commission, and the United States 
Congress and State Department. 

This statement was approved and voted by the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists Administrative Committee (ADCOM),

 June 29-July 8, 1995

““

““

Excerpt from General Conference Working Policy (2014-2015) pages 353-355

Excerpt from General Conference Working Policy (2014-2015) pages 353-355

General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Church Manual, 18th 
Edition (Hagerstown: Review and Herald, 2010) pages 92-93



The Public Affairs and Religious Liberty Department, one of the original core departments of the Church, was established to 
promote and maintain religious liberty, with particular emphasis upon individual liberty of conscience. In so doing, the Public 
Affairs and Religious Liberty Department is involved in government relations, inter-church contacts and, where indicated, 
networks with non-governmental organizations which have kindred goals in upholding religious freedom. The department 
not only works for the religious liberties of both individual church members and organized entities of the Church, but also 
supports the rightful religious liberties of all people.
In view of the Seventh-day Adventist understanding of the “great controversy” and the climactic events of human history 
involving union of church and state, eliminating the free exercise of religion, and resulting in persecution of the faithful 
remnant, the Public Affairs and Religious Liberty Department monitors and seeks to interpret prudently current trends that 
may reflect the prophetic scenario. 

“
Excerpt from General Conference Working Policy (2014-2015) pages 353-355

Justice - Unfortunately, the world is rampant with injustice and a fallout of injustice is strife. Justice and peace join hands, as do 
injustice and war. Poverty and exploitation breed discontent and hopelessness, which lead to desperation and violence. On the other 
hand, “God’s word sanctions no policy that will enrich one class by the oppression and suffering of another.”
Justice requires respect for human rights, in particular religious liberty which deals with the profoundest human aspirations and 
undergirds all human rights. Justice requires nondiscrimination, respect for human dignity and equality, and a more equitable 
distribution of the necessities of life. Economic and social policies will either produce peace or discontent. Seventh-day Adventist 
concern for social justice is expressed through the support and promotion of religious liberty, and through organizations and 
departments of the Church which work to relieve poverty and conditions of marginalization. Such efforts on the part of the Church 
can, over time, reduce resentment and terrorism. 

“
This statement was voted during the Spring Meeting of the General Conference Executive Committee on April 18, 2002 in Silver Spring, Maryland



The Seventh-day Adventist Church strongly supports freedom of speech in general, and freedom of religious speech in particular.  
Although freedom of speech is guaranteed in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, efforts continue to limit speech 
at both the national level and at the United Nations.  In both settings, significant focus has been placed on limiting speech that offends 
the religious beliefs of the hearer.  Seventh-day Adventists affirm sensitivity and respect in all communication. We are thus concerned 
about speech designed to offend religious sensibilities. However, we believe that ceding the right to the state to control religious speech 
creates a far greater threat to the autonomy of people of faith than that posed by offensive speech.  Indeed, there are numerous examples 
today of states citing a desire to protect religious feelings to justify the forceful silencing of peaceful religious speech.   

“
This statement was approved and voted by the Executive Committee of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 

on June 23, 2010, and released at the General Conference Session in Atlanta, Georgia, June 24-July 3, 2010

Seventh-day Adventists are committed to the unchanging biblical truths 
which reveal that human beings are made in the image of God (Gen 1:27). 
Based on the creation account in the book of Genesis, we believe in the 
God-given and immutable equality of all persons in all times, all places, and 
all circumstances. We are all descended from Adam and Eve, our original 
ancestors, who make all humanity one family (Gen 3:20). Even the tragic 
results of human choice to rebel against God have not erased the enduring 
relationships between all human beings. Distinctions of race, ethnicity, caste, 
and tribe are used to sinfully segment and divide the fundamental unity God 
intended all human beings to experience with Himself and each other.

““While both the United Nations and various religious bodies have 
proclaimed the first decade of the 21stcentury as a decade for the 
promotion of peace and security in the place of violence in its vari-
ous forms, a new and insidious dimension of violence has emerged: 
organized international terrorism. Terrorism itself is not new, but 
worldwide terrorist networks are. Another new factor is the appeal 
to so-called divine mandates as the rationale for terrorist activity un-
der the guise of culture war, or even “religious” war.     

This statement was voted during the Spring Meeting of the General Conference 
Executive Committee on April 18, 2002 in Silver Spring, Maryland

This statement was voted by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 
Administrative Committee in Silver Spring, Maryland on September 15, 2020
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[Source: https://undocs.org/A/75/258]



[Source: https://undocs.org/A/75/258] [Source: https://undocs.org/A/75/258]



Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment

Report of the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict

Report of the Special Rapporteur on minority 
issues

January 2021  I  A/HRC/46/26 December 2020  I  A/HRC/46/39 March 2021  I  A/HRC/46/57

TORTURE CHILDREN 
& ARMED CONFLICT

MINORITY 
ISSUES

Report Report Report

Human RightsREPORTS

[Source: www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session46/Pages/ListReports.aspx]

https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/26
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/26
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/26
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/39
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/39
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/39
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session46/Documents/A_HRC_46_57.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session46/Documents/A_HRC_46_57.docx


Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to 
privacy

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to 
food

Combating intolerance, negative stereotyping 
and stigmatization of, and discrimination, incite-
ment to violence and violence against, persons 
based on religion or belief

January 2021  I  A/HRC/46/37 December 2020 I  A/HRC/46/33 January 2021  I  A/HRC/46/67

INTOLERANCEFOODPRIVACYReport

Human RightsREPORTS
Report Report

[Source: www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session46/Pages/ListReports.aspx]

https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/37
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/37
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/67
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/67
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/67
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/46/67


Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance

October 2020  I  A/75/385

RELIGIOUS 
INTOLERANCE

Human Rights

Countering Islamophobia/Anti-Muslim Hatred 
to Eliminate Discrimination and Intolerance 
Based on Religion or Belief

February 2021  I  A/HRC/46/30

ISLAMOPHOBIA

REPORTS OF THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

Gender-based violence and discrimination in 
the name of religion or belief

August 2020 I  A/HRC/43/48

GENDER 
EQUALITY

REPORTS
Report Report Report

[Source: www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session46/Pages/ListReports.aspx]

https://undocs.org/A/75/385
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session46/Documents/A_HRC_46_30.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session46/Documents/A_HRC_46_30.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session46/Documents/A_HRC_46_30.docx
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/43/48
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/43/48


UN envoy continues efforts to access Myanmar, 
amidst increasingly brutal crackdown

US death penalty must be abolished, rights ex-
perts urge President Biden

Mental health alert for 332 million children 
linked to COVID-19 lockdown policies: UNICEF

Myanmar crackdown has led to likely crimes 
against humanity, Human Rights Council told

‘If you don’t feed people, you feed conflict’, UN 
chief tells Security Council

‘Hell’ in Yemen, with millions ‘knocking on the 
door of famine’ WFP’s Beasley warns 

18 March 2021

11 March 2021

4 March 2021

11 March 2021

11 March 2021

10 March 2021

UNITED NATIONS
News 2021

[Source: news.un.org/en/news/topic/human-rights]

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087742
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087742
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086372
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086372
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087062
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087062
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087032
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087032
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086932
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086932


COVID contributed to ‘starvation’, executions in 
DPR Korea, Rights Council hears

Countries lack commitment to banning torture, 
rights expert charges

EU must place social justice ‘at its core’ to lift peo-
ple out of poverty

‘Pernicious evil’ of racism pervasive in ‘all regions 
and all societies’ – UN chief

Guterres welcomes US decision to re-engage with 
the Human Rights Council 

‘Hell’ in Yemen, with millions ‘knocking on the 
door of famine’ WFP’s Beasley warns 

10 March 2021

8 March 2021

29 January 2021

20 March 2021

8 February 2021

10 March 2021

UNITED NATIONS
News 2021

[Source: https://news.un.org/en/news/topic/human-rights]

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086842
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086842
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086682
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086682
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/01/1083402
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/01/1083402
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1087812
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/02/1084182
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/02/1084182
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086932
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086932


 An overview of the global issues which affect Human Rights
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TRENDS 



Source: www.ohchr.org/en/issues/pages/listofissues.aspx

IssuesHUMAN RIGHTS



Source: www.ohchr.org/en/issues/pages/listofissues.aspx

Global Issues
HEALTH HUMAN RIGHTS

OVERVIEW

RACISMCHILDREN / YOUTH LGBTQ

REFUGEES/ MIGRANTS
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FUTURE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES





EDUCATION / HEALTH 
RIGHTS

WOMEN / FAMILY/
YOUTH RIGHTS

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
& HUMAN RIGHTS

Potential future eventsUNEQUAL WORLD



UNEQUAL WORLD


